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THE SAIORPC11

Some Experiences of Mr White-
of California

THE HEATHEN CHINEE

White Says That Every Mongolian Will
Lie and Steal

As Prosecuting Attorney White Has
Fought Them and As a Practicing At ¬

torney efended ThemSwear ¬

ing by Contract

WASHINGTON Sept 22When the
Senate has to consider the Chinese ques ¬

tionand that is only a matter of days-

or of weeks at the most Senator Whita
will tell the senators some of his personal
experience with Ah Sin Mr White can
speak by the card when he talks of the
Chinese for he is one of the the few rep ¬

resentative men from California who was
born in the state and has spent all of his
life there In the practice of the law Mr
White has come much in contact with
Chinese both in their prosecution and in
their defense He has a pretty thorough
knowledge of their tricks and their man ¬

ners and he will give the Senate a very
interesting talk about them

Mr White is fluent and forciole in
speechmore forcible than precise His
fluency he learned at the bar He is a
man of medium height with strongly
marked features and hair and beard
touched with gray He dresses usually-
in a plain business suit of mixed goods
wears a black slouched hat and is very
apt to put his hands in his pockets as he
talks to you Mr White has tarn
hold of his senatorial duties as ho would
undertake the prosecution of any busi-
ness

¬

enterprise He is putting in not
only his days but his evening looking
after the interests of his constituents
Unlike his colleague Mr Pekins he
does not get to the Capitol at 730 in the
morningbut he makes up for his neglect-
at the other end of the day

Mr White lives at the Ebbitt house
When 1 called on him there a few even ¬

ings ago he was just going to the Capi ¬

tol to meet his private secretary and take
up some work which absence from the
city had caused him to neglect So we
walked up Pennsylvania avenue together
while the senator told me something of
personal experience with the Chinese

I know the Chinamen pretty thor¬
oughly he said for I was born in
California and I have been in contact with
them all my life Then I have been prac
tici 3 law in my state since I was 21 and
1 am 40 now and for two years of that
time I was district attorney in Los An-
geles

¬

the second largest county in the
state I have known a great many Chi ¬

namen and I will venture to say that
there is not one of them who would lie or
who would not perjure himself if he
thought he could gain anything by
It There is not one of them-
I believe who would not steal Why a
Chinaman will he when it would serve

his interest better to tell the truth He I

seems to think that when he tells the
truth he is getting on dangerous ground I

I have taken cases for Chinamenwhen I
was a great deal younger in my profession
than I am nowand sometimes when my
client has had a good case I have had the
greatest difficulty in persuading him to
testify to the facts-

A case of assault and battery that I
prosecuted illustrates the Chinese charac-
ter

¬

I did not often handle simple misde-
meanor cases but in this one the judge
asked me to come in because ho had an
intimation that there was to be some
pretty contradictory swearing The case
was that of a Chinaman who had been
beaten with a club fay another Chinaman
His skin showed the effects of the beating
He looked as though he had been through-
a coffee mill The Chinaman who had
been beaten belonged to one of the Six
Companiesthe defendant belonged to
another The complainant had six wit ¬

nesses who testified to the material facts-
of the assault which they had seen Then
the defendant took the stand and flatly
contradicted this testimony He had
been in another part of the city he said
when the assault was committed-

Six other Chinamen took the stand
and testified substantially as the defend¬

ant didthat he was at some distance
from the scene of the assault at tbe time-
it occurred Fortunately there was one
white witness a reliable man who saw
the assault and on whose testimony we
obtained a conviction On inquiry we
found that the six Chinamen who testi ¬

fied for the defendant belonged to the
comoany of which he was a member
They were literally swearing by con ¬

tract-
I asked the Senator if it was not singu-

lar
¬

that Chinamen would testify against
each other in a white mans court

1 It is only against each other that they
will testify he said Against the
white man they all stand together You
take a case where a Chinaman is accused-
of killing a white man and none of them
know anything at all When they are in
controversy with each other they stick to
the member of their own company I
had a murder case when I was prosecut-
ing

¬

attorney which illustrates another
peculiarity of their methods A China ¬

man had been killed with a long knife
used in restaurants sometimes called-
a butcher knife and sometime a
bread knife The white man who
owned the restaurant Identified the knife
and also identified a Chinese cook of his
as the custodian We hunted out this
cook He was in hiding but we got him-
at last We traced the knife to a place
very near where he was found At the
trial two Chinamen who belonged to the
same company as the deceased testified
that they saw the accused and another
Chinaman run at the deceased and make-
a lunge at him and that they saw the de ¬

ceased fall I need not go into the par ¬

ticulars of the testimony We convicted-
the man and he was sentenced to be hung
But the judge decided on an appeal that a
certain ruling which he had made was I

unjust and he gave the man a new trial
When I came to try him I looked for my I

witnesses but they were no where to be
found I got out subpoenaes for them
and set the detective force at work but
we could not find them anywhere Then-
I determined to look into the matter
personally I had done a little
detective work from time to time
in Chinese cases I was a pretty vigorous
prosecutor So I went to one or two of
the leading Chinamen in the city and
made inquiries I said to them Of
course I know that if you people have de¬
termined that I shall not convict this
man there is no use in my going ahead
Now tell me frankly just how the matter
stands Well one of them after hesi-
tating

¬

for a long time told me finally that

the companies had settled the case The
company to which the deceased belonged-
had appraised hisvalue at 1000 The
company to which the murderer belonged-
had paid the 1000 and the case was set ¬

tled And so it was From that day to
this nothing has been seen of the wit ¬

nesses for the government
Senator White has no very firm belief-

in the conversion of Chinamen to Chris ¬

tianity He said so very forcibly J and he
illustrated his disbelief with a personal
experience

There was a Chinaman in Los An-
geles

¬

he said who spoke very good
English and who was very useful around
the courts as an interpreter He had
learned his English in a Sunday school
that is probably what he went there for
that is the object of ninetynine out of a J

hundred of them One day he told me
that he was going back to China He
said that he had plenty of monev in China
now and that he would probably remain
there But I said to him Sam you
are a Christian What are you going to
do about that when you get back to
China He smiled Of course I am a
good Christian here he said But in
China religion Is different I am a
Christian here but when I get back to
China I am not a Christian-

I spoke to the senator about the mar ¬

riages of Chinamen to white women
which have been of rather frequent oc ¬

currence in the east in the last two or
three years I

They areabnormal said the sen ¬

ator They are prompted by the same I

spirit that leads white women to send
flowers to murderers and sometimes even
to marry them A Chinaman regards his
wife as so much property I had a client
once named Wong Ark He owned con ¬

siderable real estate and he frequently-
came to me to consult me about titles and-
so forth He married a China woman
One day she ran out house and fell
on the sidewalk in front of it bleeding
With her dying breath she testified that
her husband had shot her He was tried
twice and finally was convicted of either-
of murder in the second degree or man ¬

slaughter I think that he gotten years
He is in the penitentiary now In the
course of his trial it came out that he had
been using this woman to make money
for him that he had been putting her
out to prostitution that she might bring
him coin And he protested that he had
paid so much for her and that he con ¬

sidered her his property Oh almost any
Chinaman will tell you that women are
considered property by the Chinese and
that they are bought and sold You can
get a China woman for about 3600

I asked the senator if he had ever been
threatened by the Chinese or had ever
been in danger from them-

I dont want to talk about my own
fearlessness he said with a laugh but
I have gone ahead with my work and
said what I dern please and I have not
been shot yet Oh the Chinaman Is not
like the degraded of other races He is
not vindictive He will not lie in wait
for the man who has prosecuted him to
assault him But he will go out and kill a
man if he is told to do so without hav ¬

ing any feeling at all against him It is
not at all an uncommon thing for a no ¬

tice to be publicly posted in Chinatown
saying that a certain Chinaman is to be
killed And the highbinders get him
every time-

I have not made a special study of the
Chinese question said the Senator in
answer to a question What I know i

about them I have learned by constantly
coming in contact with them When I
was a school boy In San Francisco at 16 I
explored Chinatown I have been in
their places three and four stories below
the street and if you ever go there you
will learn two things that the
Chinese are a very queer peo ¬

pIe and that you never want
to go their again They talk about our
assimilating tho Chinaman has taken
him centuries to school his stomach to be
satisfied with almost nothing It would
take him as long perhaps to bring it
back to the normal And you must make
astart some time andthe Chinaman has
not started yet The Chinaman will live
on what would kill a wbite man He will
live in an atmosphere which you could
not stand for fortyeight hours By tens
of centuries of discipline he has abso ¬

lutely changed his physical conforma-
tion

¬

He is altogether different from the
white man

I asked the senator if California could
get along without a Chinaman cheap

I

labor was not a necessity-
Our people seem to think that we

could get along without him he said
We voted on that question specifically-

and the vote was ten to one in favor of
getting rid of him It is ridiculous to
say that the Chinese have been a neces
sary factor in making California
what she is They helped to build
the railroads but the railroads
would have been built anyhow and the
chief difference would have been that the
money would have stayed in this country
instead of being sent to China I believe
California would have been better off
if wo had never seen a Chinaman
Chinaman I believe that we would
have more people and be more prosper-
ous

¬

today-
I spoke to the Senator about the report

which was then in circulation that the
Chinese minister had assured Secretary
Gresham that if the Chinese were given
time they would now register under the
Geary law and that the Six Companies-
had agreed to it

I have heard nothing of this said
the Senator but what I dont under ¬

stand is why the United States govern ¬
I

ment should have diplomatic relations
with the Six Companies The Geary law
is all right but the administration did
not go about ths enforcement it in the
right way Instead of simply notifying-
the district attorneys that there was no
money to enforce it by deportation and
that they would have to wait
for an appropriation they have
tied the hands of the district
attorneys everywhere Now know that
the district attorney at Los Angeles
would have liked to go to work and pick
out the highbinders and toughs among
the Chinamen and have them deported
when it was possible But by this act of
the department of justice the prosecu ¬

tion of these Chinamen has been left in
private hands and the people who are
prosecuting are just as liable as not to
pick out the wrong man

Then there are good Chinamen I
saidThe presence of somd Chinamen in
California is not an unmixed evil 7 said I

the senator But what aggravates our i

people is the fact thaw thp Chinese have
openly defied our law It was not an un
just law It was not intended to drive
the Chinamen out of the United States
It was simply intended to prevent other
Chinamen coming in Itrequired of the
Chinese no more than I must do as an
American citizen to preserve the purity-
of the ballot I must register if I wish to
vote and I must identify myself so as to
prevent fraud at the polls All that is
asked of the Chinaman is that he
shall register and identify himself to
prevent the commission of fraud This
he has refused to do and his defiance of
our laws has hurt UP in theeyes of other
nations All this talk about retaliation is
absurd The Chinese know that if they
attempted to do any harm to our people-
in China there are a good many thousand
Chinamen in California who would be
holocausted short order The China¬
man is the cutest animal that ever lived

This talk of retaliation is all a bluff
As we reached the Capitol the senator

turned and said The Chinaman is a
stolid patient laborious piece of human ¬

ity He is as stolid as the American In¬

dian A Chinaman never cries out when-
he is in pain A gentleman who saw a
parricide killed in China related the par ¬

ticulars to me The punishment for par ¬

ricide is to be cut up alive the cutting be-
ing

¬

done so as to prolong the agony and
postpone death as far as possible This gen-
tleman

¬

told me that the knowledge which
the executioner showed of human
anatomy was something wonderful But
all the time that he was chopping away-
at his victim slicing a piece off here and
another there the man never uttered a
cry And by the way said the Sena-
tor

¬

did you ever sea a Chinaman with
one arm or one leg I never have and I
never found anybody who has Of course
a great many of them have been maimed-
in the course of their work on the rail ¬
roads and it is my belief that the others
kill them

What Brother Hoar and these other
Massachusetts people need said the
senator is a practical illustration If
they could have about a million China ¬

men dumped among them and if about a
quarter of the population of Massachu ¬

setts would get the scrotula from the
Chinamen I think they would have a
better idea of the Chinese than they have
today was the senators parting shot
as he turned to enter the Capitol

GEORGE GHANTHAM BAIN j

AbieBodied Pensioners
Quite a number of those now suspended

are considered by the authorities able
bodied in every sense of the word and
therefore no longer entitled to the succor
intended for veterans who otherwise
would be dependent on the cold charity-
of the world In the majority of cases the
granting of pensions was proper enough
and the present cutting off is because of
the temporary recovery of pensioners-
who were formerly disabled

The case of James Brown is in point
and will illustrate the rule Comrade
Brown came from Boston Mass several
years ago a walking skelton He was
suffering from catarrhal troubles sup ¬

erinduced by the weather of the Atlantic
seaboard and was hunting for a place in
which to spend in peace the closing days-
of his life hoping to eke out an existence
on his pension of y8 a week In Berkeley
Cal the wornout veteran found a rest ¬

ing place and made himself as comfort ¬

able as circumstances would allow
The surroundings proved conducive to

his health to such a degree that soon he
felt able to resume work at his trade as a
shoemaker so he established a shop at
the corner of Dwight way and Telegraph
avenue One day a government agent
visited his place and found the grizzled
hero of a dozen battles whistling merrily-
as he lustily hammered the leather and
deftly manipulated the wax ends

You seem able to do a pretty good
piece of work J7 said the strange visitor
picking up a sample and eyeing itapprov ¬

inglyAs
good as any man in the state

was the cheery response
Your work doesnt seem to hurt you

does it
Hurt me I should say not Feel that

arm
biceps

And the toiler bared his swelling

The visitor smiled quietly took out his
tablets and wrote

Mem Suspendpayment of pension-
to James P Brown Berkeley disability
ceased exist 7

Then there was a disgusted pensioner
San Francisco Examiner
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OF THE WONDERS

The Intramural Railway at the Worlds
Fair

In the Intramural railway and its
operation the public visiting the Worlds-
fair is finding one of its strongest attrac ¬

tions remarkable extent of ground
embracing within the boundaries of the
Columbian Exposition making of the
White City a city among exposition of
magnificent distances rendering the
question of adequate and satisfactory
transportation of visitors from point to
point within the grounds one of consider ¬

able gravity Expedients such as had
been utilized at previous expositions else ¬

where when the best systems then
known were employed would not the
directors were convinced suffice to cone
with the immense crowds which would
daily flock to the greatest exposition the
world has seen The idea of using sur-
face cars could not be entertained on ac
count of possible danger on crowded days j

and this left but one alternative an j
I

elevated road
The construction of the Columbian

Intramural railway as well as the fur-
nishing

¬

of the entire electrical equip
ment was effected by the General Elec ¬

tric company The work of construction-
was begun on August 3 1892 and al¬
though much of it had to be done during
the most severe winter known in many
years cars were in operation April 20
1893 The heavy 12x12 pine supports
carry strong wooden traverses upon
which are laid two longitudinal I
iron beams for each track The road is I

double tracked the service rails being
spiked to cross ties laid upon the beams
Each line of rail is guarded by
wooden stringers laid upon each side

Pnrallel to these service rails between
the two tracks are four additional rails
similar in size and weight to those on
which the trains travel They are raised
about twelve inchss above the level of the
service rails upon creosoted blocks of
wood acting as insulators and serve as
conductors of the electricity taking the
place in fact of the usual overhead
trolley wires Tile two rails nearest the
two tracks carry the current for direct
communication to the motors the inmost
pair serving as feeders The feeder and
each length of conductor rail are con ¬
nected together by a well soldered con ¬

nection The return circuit is completed
by a careful bonding of each rail and a
connection to the iron longitudinal
girders which are also made part of the
return

The line consisting of 14800 feet of
double track and l900feet of single track
was not laid out until after the work of
construction had been begun on nearly-
all the fair buildings and many of them
completed and the line is necessarily cir ¬

cuitous There is probably no elevated
railroad in the world which has so many
curves and grades as the exigencies of
construction at the fair have given to the
route which this follows

In the center of the building stands the
electrical wonder of the fair and indeed
the electrical wonder of the worldthe
great twelve pole 1500 kilowatt electrical
generator coupled directly to the huge
2400 horse power Corliss engine This
generator is the largest ever constructed l

and although it is rated at 1500 kilowatt-
or about2100 horse power it can be op
eroted to give 3000 horse power under
emergencies Its tremendous size pre ¬

cluded the possibility of its shipment
complete to the fair The different parts
were therefore ship ea separately andwere put together for the first time in the

power house itself Some idea of the size
and weight of this dynamo may be gath ¬

ered from the following table of weights-
and dimensions
Weight field magnetsf0000pounds
Weight of armature73FA0 pounds
Weight of commutator 12400 pounds
Weight of dynamo complete 181000 pounds
Weight of shaft and hub 56 tonsWeight fly wheel 85 tons
Diameter of generator 15 ft OU in
Breadth of generator 3 feet
Diameter of armature 10ft 61c
Breadth of armature 4 it 31i in
Diameter of fly wheel 24 tees
Breadth of fly wheel 2 feet
Thickness of rim of fly wheel 1 ft 10 In
Diameter of commutator TftfiinDiameter of shafto Sleet

The boiler plant consists of ten 300
horse power boilers fired by petroleum
oil piped direct from Lima 0 to special
tanks in the fair grounds and supplied
to the combustion chamber through
2inch pipes and the usual burners The
amount of fuel oil used in June was over
80000 gallons

The transportation service Is effected by
trains running at four minute intervals
each train consisting of a motor car and
three trailers the trains weighing sixty
three tons each seating 2SO people and
the cars being of the same length as those
generally used on elevated roadsabout
fortyfive feet from end to end The
weight of these trains as compared with-
a train drawn in the usual way by a loco ¬

motive shows a saving of about twenty
tons dead weight The cars are open
with doors in each side open ¬

ing at the seats By means of a lover at
the end of the car all the doors are
opened or closed simultaneously and
one man opens the doors of two cars
Thus three men only one motorman and
two conductors suffice to operate the
train where five would be required In
ordinary steam elevated service These
cars seem to be highly appreciated in the
warm weather by passengers who are
not compelled to suffer from smoke dust
and gases

The motor cars and trailers are each 46
feet long The motors are the most
powerful railway motors yet constructed
developing 133 h p each They are
geared for a speed of 30 miles an hour
The electricity Is taken from the conduc-
tor

¬

rails by means of a sliding shoe con ¬

tact which takes the place of the small
wheel at the end of the trolley pole em¬
ployed on surface electric railroads-

At night the cars and stations are beau ¬
tifullyilluminated by Incandescent lights
the current for which is taken from the
conductor rail and the road is fully pro ¬

tected from possible accidents by a block
system operated by a current of electricity-
also taken from the same source

The Intramural railway has the honor-
of being the only electric railway in the
world elevated from terminus to termi-
nus

¬

Its operation despite the short
time allowed for its construction and
equipment is entirely successful both
from an electrical and practical
point of view and fully bears
out the expectations not only of
the projectors and builders but also of
the Worlds Fair authorities The trains-
are run smoothly and are stopped and
started so gradually and easily as to ex¬

cite comment and comparison with steam
railroad experience It is selected as a
resting place by thousands of visitors
during the prevailing hot weather and
they ride in the cars by the hour It is
only by a journey on the Intermural rail-
way

¬

that a perfect view of the variety
and ensemble of the Exposition buildings-
and grounds may be obtained and to
judge by public comment this electric
road is one of the principal attractions at
the fair


